Sentence Suggestions

This is a list of some of the range of sentence activities I did with my Year 5 / 6 class and with my Year 6 Literacy Group, whether as starters or warm-ups to Literacy lessons or as Intervention sessions.

Punctuation

· Semi-colons. Introduce as a way to join two simple, linked clauses (where a comma instead is a frequent mistake). Marion was very brave; she was hiding in the dungeon ready to kill.

· Semi-colons. Give some examples of simple sentences for children to think of additional clauses which can be joined using semi-colon. 
· Read an example where colons or semi-colons are used. Identify all the places and discuss why they are used, alternatives and effect. 
· Provide children with examples of sentences for them to join using colons or semi-colons.
· Revision of colons and semi-colons to link two descriptive sentences.
· “He was an oak tree of a man: strong, solid and dependable.” (Description of Little John from Robin Hood). Using this model, discuss this use of a colon (like a scales with each side balancing the other) and of metaphor. Write own sentences using the same pattern (e.g. Tinkerbell was a whisper of a girl: …)
· Reinforce use of commas to add information when embedding clauses. Extend to dashes and discuss brackets.

· Never follow speech with speech!! Using an “ing” clause stage direction.

· Reinforce speech marks and how to link and avoid direct speech. Reported speech.

Clauses

· Starting sentences with subordinate clauses (GFW Unit 47); revise non-finite clauses using the Construct section. 
· Starting a sentence with a subordinate clause. Model (and then children on w/bs) sentences which will be helpful for main activity.

· Subordinate clause starter beginning with connective.
· Subordinate clause starter beginning with “Ing” or “Ed” word.

· Complex sentences using conjunctions to add information, interest and detail: eg after, although, as, as if, as long as, because, before, if, in case, once, since, than, that, though, till, until, unless, when(ever), where(ever), whereas, while. 
· Main and subordinate clauses in non-fiction.

· Adding a clause to a sentence to add interest and detail. Move clauses around and reinforce vocabulary.

· Adding information to non-fiction complex sentences using clauses and commas.

· Adding persuasive information to sentences using clauses – provide simple sentences for children to add information. Think about powerful vocabulary and verbs. Reinforce new punctuation and commas.
· Adding information to non-fiction complex sentences using clauses and commas. Look at how brackets could be used as an alternative and when they are, and are not, appropriate.

· Adverbs and adverbial phrases (GFW Unit 44). 
· Non-finite clauses – move around in the sentence. Use dashes instead of commas when embedding.

· Non-finite clauses in fiction. Make sure the clause tells you something about the character e.g. Robin, smiling to himself, returned to the forest.

· Listen to sound resource (e.g. of creaking door). Model how to start sentence with “Ing” word. Children to write own “Ing” (or “Ed”) sentence on w/b about it.

Narrative

Setting

· Show a picture of a setting. Think what can be heard, seen, touched or felt. Describe the weather to build atmosphere. Powerful verbs and adjectives. Show how characters react to the setting. “Ing”, “Ed”, adverb starter; subordinate connective; 3 part sentence; move clauses, personification, simile, metaphor

· Prepositional starter for description of setting.

Character

· Show a picture of a character (e.g. witch). “Ing”, “Ed”, adverb starter; subordinate connective; 3 part sentence; move clauses. How does character feel; show feelings through what say / do; powerful verbs and adjectives; use another character’s reactions to them

· Three part sentences to describe characters from the story – cannot be superficial!

· Show not tell. Speech plus “stage direction” about story. Reinforce speech marks and commas.

· Ing or ed sentence - show not tell.

· Three part sentences for description. Make sure each element says something about the character. 
· Descriptive sentences for characters - think about adjectival phrases and the importance of choosing words carefully Choose a character from class story and write character description.

· Show not tell. Robin picked up the arrow. How do we show his feelings? Robin’s hand trembles as he picked up the arrow. Write own sentences with clause / language to show his feelings.
Narrative – other

· Suspenseful vocab. Find alternative words for scared, dark. Write sentences which hint at something unknown using this vocab.
Poetry / Language

· Similes into metaphors.
· Use personification to describe the night.
· Powerful language: Descriptive writing – show children picture of animal. How could it be described? Model and children write sentences on w/bs. Think about senses, language, imagery. Think about how to vary sentences.

· Powerful language: Descriptive writing – show children picture of type of food. How could they be described? Model and children write sentences on w/bs. Think about senses, language, imagery. Think about how to vary sentences.
Connectives

· Target connectives – model and then children to write sentences using examples (w/bs).

· Linking sentences using target words.

· Starting sentences with target words.

· Use connectives to start sentences with subordinate clauses.
Other 
· GFW Unit 51 – Conditional sentences

· GFW Active and passive sentences

· It was raining. Fred went for a walk. He was eaten by a monster. How many ways can these be linked into one sentence?

· Persuasive language – create the most persuasive and tempting descriptive sentence(s) possible for chocolate biscuits.
In addition to these, I used a wide range of activities from Jumpstart! Literacy, Jumpstart! Storytelling and Jumpstart! Poetry by Pie Corbett.
