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of students' group cooperative learning

Eaticl
Bl ey, Hkm,

Wang Yan

Panshi Experimental Primary School, Panshi City, Jilin Province, China

Abstract

Context: This study was conducted in a primary school in
Panshi City, China, focusing on improving the quality of
group cooperative learning in sixth-grade English classes. It
aimed to integrate questioning skills from the Think-Talk
Toolbox (TTT) into teaching practices to foster students’
critical thinking, enhance classroom engagement, and
transform the teacher's role from knowledge provider to
enabler.

Aims: The study sought to address limitations in traditional
English teaching methods by introducing questioning
strategies to promote critical thinking. It also aimed to
empower students to engage meaningfully in discussions,
enhance their ability to express ideas, and improve group
cooperative learning outcomes.

Methods: An action research approach was employed over
a one-month period. Activities included structured group
discussions with specific roles assigned to students, the

use of TTT questioning techniques, and reflective practices.

Classroom observations, pre-study preparation, and
follow-up reflections were used to evaluate changes in
students’ participation and thinking skills.

Findings: The study revealed that questioning skills
facilitated more structured and meaningful group
interactions. Students displayed improved participation,
enhanced communication skills, and a greater ability to
express critical viewpoints. Although challenges such as
language barriers and uneven participation persisted,
students showed progress in moving beyond rote learning
to exploring and articulating more complex ideas.

Implications: This research highlights the potential of
integrating questioning strategies into primary English
teaching to develop critical thinking and cooperative
learning skills. Teachers may learn that fostering an
inclusive and dialogic classroom environment, even within
short periods, can yield significant improvements in
student engagement and learning outcomes.

Keywords: Teaching English, EFL, questioning skills,
critical thinking, group discussion, action research
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T: Boys and girls, look at this book, what can we see in this book?

S1: It has so many pictures in this book.

S2: It has very few words and sentences.

T: Wow, You all get the key points! It mainly uses pictures to tell the stories. It’s the

comic book.
( Write down the phrase “comic book” on the blackboard and ask students to practice reading it

for three times in groups. )



R = WEN RS

AU Ty T AP 7R AR S ST RUBERE I BT, A BT — I ] A,
IR RO NEES TRIIEE R 2 ab, JUHAR 5 /e i — n) AT 2%, T AN R Al iR
JI T o 23T B AR R TS S B, PN BIE R, 8 BIERY ) REUHS S KR T I, 40z half price,
space travel fHABE, BEA? BHPAEEHENM)THARE? 6 YL 80% K T HZIXFEHR],
WESRERNEZF IS 73— SRR Nt LA AR T )

MITT AR, SAAEATERIERIRTERI AR, A 6 DT FHRIE: Attt A
=/ T RWEAATA_EIRAIS ? ——BUOA A E AR R 2, AR AR H AR N L E
R, AR A K.

FEFRZURIERE LA A 7] RUA 178

1. What’s your favourite film? i)~ 55 T BAEMKIE; EHCARERE P RIUEZ T 1AL K
HAIRGF, REMSULHVR 2 2104 IR REVE IR A



T: What’s your favourite film?

S1: I like Kungfu Panda. Because the panda is cool.

T: Yes, the panda is funny and interesting. I like him, too.What’s your favourite film?
S2:My favourite film is My Motherland and 1. Because I like my motherland.

T: What a good girl!

S3:My favourite film is Harry Potter. Because it’s mysterious.

T: That’s so cool!
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T: What do you think of WuBinbin’s family? Who wants to be first?
S1: I'll go first. I think it’s happy.

T: Yes, happy. Who agrees with her?

S2: I agree. Because they are helpful.

T: Yes, I think so. Others? Do you have a different idea?

S3:1 think his family is friendly. Because they get together.

T: Do you agree with S3?

Ss: Yes. They are united. too.
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