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	Objectives
	7
	Understand underlying themes, causes and points of view.

	
	9
	Use different narrative techniques to engage and entertain the reader. 

Select words and language drawing on knowledge of literary features and formal and informal writing. 

	
	10
	Use varied structures to shape and organise texts coherently.  

	
	11
	Express subtle distinctions of meaning by constructing sentences in varied ways. 

Use punctuation to clarify meaning in complex sentences. 

	Learning Outcomes
	Children can write a character description drawing on and combining different language features and sentence types.

	
	Phonics, Gram. Voc. spelling
	Whole Class focus


	I can...
	Level 4
	Level 5
	ICT
	Plenary

	1
	Show picture of a character (e.g. elf warrior). Preliminary discussion and ideas about character. Write three part sentence to describe him – each description must say something about the character and not be superficial.
	Shared reading and writing

Read, analyse and annotate character description (Resource sheets 10a and 10b The Birdman - from Why the Whales Came: Michael Morpurgo). Consider how his appearance supports his name – pick out features that make him bird-like. Impressions of the birdman? Feelings about him? Why? Talk about showing, not telling. Identify favourite phrase / sentence.

Focus on the sentence “He was more like an owl, a flitting creature of the dark, the dawn and the dusk. Discuss punctuation (could be colon or dash after owl), alliteration, repetition, imagery, three part. Look at variety of sentence openers e.g. “From a distance” and “Maybe it was not” (plus repetition). Also “And”.

Decide on toolkit including sentence types and openers.

Look again at elf warrior picture. Who is he? What has he done? Where is he going / has he been? etc. Model how to plan an aspect of his character using the character web (Resource sheet 11). Note any ideas (from discussion or shared text) that may want to use in own writing.
	Understand how language helps to reveal a character.

Plan a character description.
	Children plan their character description using two aspects of the character web.

Encourage children to note down any sentence ideas and vocab on their planning.

Guided Writing: Teacher with those who need support when planning.
	Children plan their character description using two or three aspects of the character web.

Encourage children to note down any sentence ideas and vocab on their planning.


	Display photo, text, toolkit; model plan on IWB
	Children to share plans with partner. Discuss a “show not tell” detail and a favourite sentence opener from the shared text they intend to use. 

	2
	Children to write sentences starting with “Ing” or “Ed” clauses about the elf warrior. Think about what that character might have been doing (E.g. ”Exhausted by the battle …” or “Searching for somewhere to sleep …”. Move the clauses, using dashes to embed them.
	Re-read “The Birdman”. Remind the children of the impression it gives of the character and the feelings it evokes. Look again at the range of sentence openers – emphasise the variety and the powerful language and imagery. Using the picture and plan from yesterday model how to start a character description, including the sentence pattern “He was more like a …” from earlier. Ensure semi-colon or colon used, and a clause embedded with dashes in model.

Provide children with toolkit from yesterday. Add to this if appropriate.
	Write a character description.
	Children write their character description from yesterday’s plan.

Identify individual punctuation target when writing is completed.



	Children write their character description from yesterday’s plan.

Identify individual punctuation target when writing is completed.


	Display photo, text, toolkit; model writing on IWB
	Peer mark partner’s work and identify best sentence. Share.

	
	Assessment

	Intervention

Show not tell – character’s feelings. Use elf warrior picture. How can we show what he is feeling? Use idea that he is afraid (but brave). How can we show this? Think about what happens to different parts of the body when you are afraid (hands tremble, heart beats faster etc) and list good suggestions. Model sentence(s) using ideas to enhance description e.g. “His hand trembling, he picked up an abandoned arrow”. Discuss all aspects of sentence this produces and impression it creates. Children write own. Share, discuss and repeat using a different sentence type. 
	Homework




N.B. This plan uses material from the Year 6 Planning Exemplification 2002 – 2003 Narrative Writing Unit pages 36 - 38

Guided Writing: Teacher to work with Level 4/5 writers.























