Year ​​6 Sentence Level Features

Strand 11 – sentence level and punctuation objectives.

-    Express subtle distinctions of meaning, including hypothesis, speculation and supposition, by constructing sentences in varied ways 

-    Use punctuation to clarify meaning in complex sentences 

Target Statements – STYLE Sentence Construction 

·    Secure control of complex sentences, understanding how clauses can be manipulated to achieve different effects.

·    Write sentences in an appropriate and effective style, in relation to text type, audience and purpose.

· Use conditional sentences and the passive voice.
· Use well-chosen phrases such as adverbials, adventurous and precise vocabulary and other techniques such as sentence variation or figurative language, to contribute to the effectiveness of writing.

	
	Key Sentence Level Feature
	Example

	Narrative
	
	

	Unit 1 Fiction Genres


	Use of complex sentences.

Use of Adverbial Phrases to tell the reader when, when or how something is happening.

Modifying nouns to create interest.
Use of dialogue.
	Consists of a main clause and one or more subordinate clauses. A comma is used after a subordinate clause. ( Grammar For Writing (G4W) Unit 47)

Although it was cold, we didn’t wear our coats.

The subordinate clause can move to different places in a sentence.

Adverbial phrases tell us how, where and when things happen. (G4W Unit 44)

A few days ago the man was visited by the alien ship.

Nouns are modified by adjectives  

Thunderous clouds churned over and over.
Use of speech conventions

· New person new line

· Punctuation at the end of the speech

· Speech marks around the spoken words.

Limit the amount of speech and use the speech to move the story on by adding actions or character feelings.

“I hate you!” screamed Lola as she slammed the classroom door dramatically.

	Unit 2 Extending Narrative


	Use of complex sentences and more complex punctuation within them.

Variety of sentences for effect.
Use of dialogue.
	Consists of a main clause and one or more subordinate clauses. A comma is used after a subordinate clause. (G4W Unit 47)

Although it was cold, we didn’t wear our coats.

The subordinate clause can move to different places in a sentence, and is separated from the main clause with punctuation:

· Commas create the least degree of separation in sentence, 

· dashes create a jerky effect

·  brackets cut off part of a sentence very firmly. 

· Semi colons are used in place of connectives to separate two clauses

I liked the book; it was a pleasure to read.

Short sentences create impact and suspense. Longer sentences allow ideas to be explored.  (G4W Unit 47)

As I walked down the street, lights come on in several windows. A dog howled. Shivering with fear, I walked on.

Use of speech conventions

· New person new line

· Punctuation at the end of the speech

· Speech marks around the spoken words.

Limit the amount of speech and use the speech to move the story on by adding actions or character feelings.

“I hate you!” screamed Lola as she slammed the classroom door dramatically.

	Unit 3 Authors and texts


	Use of note making

Contracting sentences.
	G4W Unit 50

Just the core information crucial to the reader – in fiction consider plot, setting, characters, theme, issues.

	Unit 4 Short stories and flashbacks


	Use of time connectives to link sentences and paragraphs.
Vary sentences for effect.
Use of dialogue.


	Connectives can be words or phrases. They are used to help to link a text. Children need to understand the meaning of different types of connectives. They can be used to start sentences, or paragraphs to help the story link together, particularly to indicate the passing of time. (G4W Unit 46)

At first, Meanwhile, Eventually

Short sentences create impact and suspense. Longer sentences allow ideas to be explored.  (G4W Unit 47) Children should be encouraged to discuss why they have chosen particular sentence structures in their writing. 

As I walked down the street, lights come on in several windows. A dog howled. Shivering with fear, I walked on.

Use of speech conventions

· New person new line

· Punctuation at the end of the speech

· Speech marks around the spoken words.

Limit the amount of speech and use the speech to move the story on by adding actions or character feelings.

“I hate you!” screamed Lola as she slammed the classroom door dramatically.



	Non-Narrative
	
	

	Unit 1 

Biography and Autobiography.


	Note making.

Variety of sentence constructions and punctuation.

Adverbials and effective vocabulary.

Time connectives.
	G4W Unit 50

Just the core information crucial to the reader – in fiction consider plot, setting, characters, theme, issues.

Short sentences create impact and suspense. Longer sentences allow ideas to be explored.  (G4W Unit 47) Children should be encouraged to discuss why they have chosen particular sentence structures in their writing.  Punctuation within the sentence will also change the structure of the sentence.

Charles Dickens was born in 1812 and died in 1870. By that time, he was the most popular writer in the country.

Charles Dickens was born in 1812; when he died in 1870, he was the most popular writer in the country.

Adverbial phrases tell us how, where and when things happen. (G4W Unit 44)

A few days ago the man was visited by the alien ship.

Nouns are modified by adjectives  

Terrifying journey
Connectives can be words or phrases. They are used to help to link a text. Children need to understand the meaning of different types of connectives. They can be used to start sentences, or paragraphs to help the story link together, particularly to indicate the passing of time. (G4W Unit 46)

At first, Meanwhile, Eventually

	Unit 2 Journalistic Writing


	Note making.

Passive voice.

Reported speech.


	G4W Unit 50

Just the core information crucial to the reader – in fiction consider plot, setting, characters, theme, issues.

In a passive sentence the normal object becomes the subject of the sentence. 

A monster is eating Cynthia (active)

Cynthia is being eaten by a monster (passive)

Passive voice can make it seem that things are always happening to something or someone. It also conceals who is doing the action, something useful in journalism where we may not yet know. (G4W Unit 45 and 48)

Reported speech is useful for summarising what the speaker says and therefore moves the action along more quickly.
Reported speech is used in fiction and in non-fiction to create variety, so that the writer does not include long stretches of direct speech. 

 “ I think the new road will be a disaster,” explained the chairman of the company. (direct)

The chairman of the company said that he felt the road would be a disaster.  (reported)

	Unit 3 Argument


	Complex sentences.

Connectives to explain and give reasons.

Conditionals.

Rhetorical questions.


	Consists of a main clause and one or more subordinate clauses. A comma is used after a subordinate clause. (G4W Unit 47)

Although it was cold, we didn’t wear our coats.

The subordinate clause can move to different places in a sentence, and can be used to give further evidence and opinion to a point of view. 

Connectives can be words or phrases. They are used to help to link a text. Children need to understand the meaning of different types of connectives. In argument texts they are often used to add reasons, back up ideas and give an alternative view. (G4W Unit 46)

Therefore, Furthermore, In contrast

Conditionals often contain the conjunction “if”. They can be used to discuss effects or speculate on possible causes for an event or action. (G4W Unit 51)

If deforestation happened, then many of the rainforest animals could die

Draws the reader into the discussion

How can we be expected to live with this new road through our village?

	 Unit 4 Formal and Impersonal Writing


	Formal language.

Complex sentences.
	Creates a politeness. Use of a variety of formal vocabulary including technical vocabulary and “stock” formal phrases. (G4W Unit 49)

“those willing to”

“hereby”

Consists of a main clause and one or more subordinate clauses. A comma is used after a subordinate clause. (G4W Unit 47)

It has been brought to our attention that you have, subsequent to a domestic dispute with your sibling, ceased to reside with our clients at the above address. .

The subordinate clause can move to different places in a sentence, and can be used to add additional formal phrases and information.  



	Poetry
	
	

	Unit 1

The power of imagery
	Personification.

Similes or metaphors.


	Ask questions such as: If this 'thing' was a person or animal who or what would it be, how would it move, what would it do and think?

Creating an image creates an image in readers’ minds by comparing a subject to something else  

“slippery as a snake.”

Metaphor describes something as being something else.

“He’s a wizard with the word processor”

“The stars are salt on a black tablecloth”



	Unit 2

Finding a voice

	Powerful words, phrases and verbal images.
	Using a range of images to sense to create a picture in the mind of the reader.

“Stars were strung on the telegraph wires;

Street lamps spilled pools of liquid gold

 The breeze was spiced with garden fires.”

(The Apple Raid – Vernon Scannnell)



