Guided Writing

Guided writing is teaching writing in a small group. 

Currently, there is a ‘ big push’ nationally regarding the teaching of Guided Writing. Guided writing should take place daily within the literacy hour. Here are a few helpful hints on how to approach guided writing.

All guided writing sessions should have an objective. The objective could be linked directly to the points covered in shared writing or the objective could be a next step from there.

What is Guided Writing?
· Before Writing

Teachers can use this session to develop ideas for writing. Eg word banks / oral story plans. Writing may not take place during these sessions. Speaking and listening may be the focus.
· At the Point Of Writing
Teachers could use this session to create a group piece using large pieces of paper / post its. If the children are working on their own written work, it should not be the case that the teacher writes and the children copy down. The children’s own ideas should be used.
· After Writing
Teachers could use this type of guided writing session to edit / redraft finished work. You could edit one piece altogether. Or the teacher could mark the books according to a particular objective beforehand, model the expectations and then ask the children to alter their own work accordingly. The use of stars when marking is useful for this approach.

How should I arrange my groups for Guided Writing?

· Ideally, all children should receive guided writing once a week with the teacher / teaching assistant. 

· Guided Writing groups should not be set in stone. If children from different groups have similar issues with their writing on a particular day, then these children can be grouped together the following day for a guided writing session. Don’t be afraid to alter your plans!
Planning For Guided Writing
· When planning for guided writing, you have to consider the whole week’s literacy planning. Which group will benefit from assistance in developing ideas this week? ( GW before writing) Who could manage the initial task independently but will require extra assistance with the development of complex sentences? 

     ( GW at the point of writing) etc 

· The organisation of GW should change on a weekly basis – ie- Do not say Gp 1 is always GW on a Mon.
Three Way Differentiation
· Always think of three way differentiation when planning your group work . The inclusion of GW is one way of differentiating your task but you must make sure that you organise your planning so that the independent groups are given prompts / supports to enable them to achieve their potential. 

An Example of Three way Differentiation
Shared Writing- model how to write an introduction to a story from a story plan. Include problems and resolutions in the story.
Guided Writing – BA- Role Play their story with TA
                                       OR

Have a prepared story board with 6 prepared boxes. Have room for pencil pictures and space for 1 / 2 sentences underneath each box. In box 2 and 5 have the words PROBLEM. Have the words resolution in boxes 3 and 6.

Write in boxes 1 – 3 in this session.

 A – GW- Write the introduction of the story from story plan as a group. If this group had been working independently, they could have been given coloured laminates containing key questions to support their writing. Eg Where did the story happen? What time of day was it?

AA- Write the introduction to the story from their plan. As these children are writing independently, they could have a story introduction check list on their tables. Eg A story intro should include: x, y and z.

To extend their writing, they could also be given a linguistic target to include in their writing. As they are working independently, it should be something that they are able to do ( but maybe forget to do). Use coloured laminate questions to prompt them to include these things – eg Have you included any complex sentences?

In other words, 3 way differentiation does not mean 3 different tasks. It may be the same task with each group having slightly different prompts / supports / writing frames on their table to help them achieve the task.

