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Year 5 
 

 

Way Home by Libby Hathorne                                                                                                 

 

Shane is a boy who lives alone on the streets. We don’t 

realise this until the end of the book, when he takes the 

cat he has found back home with him, to the shelter filled 

with his possessions, to be his friend. We read his story, 

told in a fast paced way, as he talks to the cat. The 

streets he walks during the evening taken by this story are 

at times full of darkness and threat, but also full of bright 

lights and fascination. The illustrations in this picture book 

are very evocative and full of symbols and meanings that add to what we learn 

about Shane and his life. 
 

 

 

 

Reading Images 

 

Groups were asked to 

respond to the 

picture considering 

what they can see, 

the questions which 

occur to them and 

how it makes them 

feel. Then scribe 

some of these around 

an enlarged image 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Readers Theatre 

The children were given a section of the 

text and shown how this could be made 

into a script and performed. 
 

The groups were then given time to 

practice and then gathered together for 

one or two performances of the script.  

 

This activity involved close reading and 

thinking about meaning and required 

children to look closely at the writer’s 

use of language. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

List Poetry 

We used these ideas and descriptive phrases to create a group list poem. 
 

 

In groups the 

children listed 

the cat names 

from the story 

and devised 

some names 

themselves.  

 

They worked 

individually and 

arranged their 

cat names into a 

list poem. 
 

 

 

 

 


