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Camtree What Works Well

CASE STUDY REPORT
Raising attainment in writing in Foundation Stage

Alison Bailey

This study was originally published in 2009 as part of the 'What Works Well' initiative, part of the National

Strategies for Education in England.

Abstract

Background: The purpose of the study was to improve communication, language and literacy skills in

Reception pupils by developing their writing, understanding of why we write, and motivation to write.

Aims: The main aim is to improve communication, language and literacy skills in Reception pupils, with a
focus on sentence construction, punctuation, text structure and use of language, and to increase their

motivation and confidence as independent writers.

Methods: The participants in this development work were head of school improvement, headteacher,
middle leader, National Strategies consultant, senior leadership team, SIP, subject leader, and teacher.
Methods used included data comparison of cohorts, learning walks/study visits, observation outcomes,
periodic teacher assessment, tailored CPD, and tailored in-class support. Cross-school support group

coordinated by the LA was crucial.

Findings: The main findings are that the implementation of the Improving Schools Programme (ISP)
principles across the Foundation Stage, pupil progress reviews, and participation in the Local Authority's
CLLD project have resulted in increased attainment in writing and other aspects of CLLD, improved

teaching approaches, and increased recognition of the importance of the Foundation Stage.
Implications: The findings suggest that additional support for Foundation Stage practitioners, combined

with tailored CPD, curricular targets, and effective assessment, can lead to improved literacy and

language skills in pupils.

This abstract was generated by Camtree using a large language model (LLM) and added to the original report in 2023.

Keywords: Primary education; Communication, language and literacy; English - writing
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Introduction

What were your reasons for doing this type of development work?

* Low language and literacy entry levels in these schools.
e Attainment in KS2 English tests below DfES 'floor target' (65% of pupils in Y6 attaining Level 4).
* To ensure Foundation Stage was integrated into whole-school curricular target setting and getting

process of the Improving Schools Programme (see below).
Who might find this case study useful?

* Head of school improvement

* Headteacher

» Middle leader

* National Strategies consultant

* Senior leadership team (SLT)

e SIP (School Improvement Partner)
e Subject leader

* Teacher
Description
What specific curriculum area, subject or aspect did you intend to have impact on?

¢ Communication, language and literacy

¢ English - writing
How did you intend to impact on pupil learning?

* Develop Reception pupils' writing at all levels - sentence construction, punctuation, text structure
and use of language;
* Develop pupils' understanding of why we write and how to improve their own writing;

* Develop pupils' motivation to write and confidence as independent writers.

What were your success criteria?

* Increased percentage of pupils assessed at 6+ points on Foundation Stage Profile scales for Writing
and Linking Sounds and Letters.

* Pupils more aware of their achievements and next steps in their learning.

* Raised expectations within the ISP schools of the capabilities of their pupils.

* Embed the curricular target process across the ISP schools and other schools in the LA.
What information or data did you use to measure progress towards your success criteria?

* Data comparison of cohorts
e Learning walks / study visits

¢ Observation outcomes

Periodic teacher assessment
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Describe the CPD approaches you used

In addition to involvement in whole school ISP training and support, the four lead teachers released to meet

half-termly/ termly, supported by a consultant:

¢ Meeting venues rotated round the ISP schools, supporting ongoing work on the classroom
environment;

¢ Discussed next curricular targets and planned possible approaches to teaching and
practising/extending it across the areas of learning and areas of provision;

e Shared and trialled teaching approaches, interactive display ideas etc.

¢ Discussed pupil outcomes and identified next steps in both pupil learning and teaching (Cross-school
moderation);

¢ Tailored, in-class support for two settings, including lesson observations, demonstration sessions etc.
What CPD materials, research or expertise have you drawn on?
Relevant National Strategies resources:
Who provided you with support?
e Other
How were you supported?

Joined up approach to support of the ISP process - ISP, Literacy, Early Years consultants, Link Advisor, Primary

Strategy Manager etc, enhanced by external consultant support.
Impact
What has been the overall impact on pupil learning?

By the end of Reception, most pupils are writing independently and confidently.

There are fewer pupils assessed as achieving 0-3 scale points in the Foundation Stage Profile for writing and
other aspects of CLLD. A higher percentage of pupils are attaining 6+ scale points for writing and other aspects of
CLLD. Improvements in both these aspects are greater in these schools than across the LA as a whole (which also

showed an improving picture). See data below.
Thoughts you think are relevant to overall impact on learning

"The reason for these improvements have been carefully evaluated and include the implementation of the ISP
principles across the Foundation Stage (eg. curricular targets), pupil progress reviews and full participation in the

Local Authority's highly successful CLLD project." (Extract from SIP report, Autumn 2007)

"Reception pupils are making very good progress and are on track to enter KS1 at a higher level than any
previous year group. The changes to the way phonics are taught, following the recommendations of the Rose

Review, have had a particular impact." (Consultant Note of Visit, June 2007)
Quotes you think are relevant to overall impact on learning

Feedback from FS teachers:

"A huge difference has been made. Children are blending/segmenting more confidently. Big improvement all

round"

Page 3



"Fantastic! This cohort are further on."
"Much more paired/partner talk has impacted on learning and care for each other."
"The children are excited in their literacy work. Some parents are amazed."

"More children more confident in writing."

Quantitative evidence of impact on pupil learning
* Periodic teacher assessment

Qualitative evidence of impact on pupil learning

e Learning walks / study visits

* Observation outcomes
Describe the evidence of impact on pupil learning
Over the two years of involvement in ISP, FSP data shows increases over and above those in the LA as a whole:
FSP Writing: Changes in average points scores 2004/5 to 2006/7
School A: +2.5, School B: +0.5, School C: + 2.5, School D: +0.7 City of York (all): +0.4

Implementation of changes to the phonics programme in the second year of ISP show increased attainment,

adding to the impact of curricular targets from Autumn 2005:
FSP Writing: Percentage of pupils at 6+ points (2005 2006 2007):
School A: 23 44 59

School B: 83 96 95

School C: 46 76 87

School D: 33 34 55

York LA : 67 67 74
What has been the impact on teaching?

¢ Use of curricular targets embedded in Foundation Stages in all four schools;

* Teaching of writing focused on cumulative acquisition of skills required for effective writing;
Quotes you think are relevant to the impact on teaching
Feedback from Reception teachers:
"I'm better at the job! Phonics teaching much improved."
"Much greater awareness of recent research and implications for teaching and learning."
"Improved tracking and targeting of children."

"Increase in knowledge and ability to implement new ways of working across phase."
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Evidence of impact on teaching

* Evidence from observation and monitoring
* Evidence from planning

* Teacher perceptions

Describe the evidence of impact on teaching

* Planning includes references to curricular targets across areas of learning;

* Planning for daily phonics teaching is focused, explicit and shows rapid progression;

e Curricular targets shared and discussed with pupils during teaching;

* Areas of Provision enhanced to provide explicit and implicit opportunities to explore curricular target

areas.
What has been the impact on school organisation and leadership?

* SLT recognition of critical importance of Foundation Stage in raising whole school attainment;
* Impact of curricular targets on FS attainment has led to stepping up of expectations in other year

groups. A recognition that 'our children' can!
Evidence of impact on school organisation and leadership

¢ Inclusion of FS leader on SLT in 3/4 schools;

* Increased recognition of both importance of FS itself, and approaches used.

Summary

What is the crucial thing that made the difference?
Additional cross-school support group for Foundation Stage practitioners, coordinated by LA.
What key resources would people who want to learn from your experience need access to?

¢ 'Improving outcomes for children in the Foundation Stage' -DfES Ref 03960-2006DOC-EN
» 'Letters and Sounds' - DfES Ref: 00281-2007BkT-En, 00282-2007BKT-EN, 00291-2007DVD-EN

* York versions of curricular targets (see attachments)
What CPD session and resources were particularly useful?

* Phonics training

e CYCEY 'Use of Areas of Provision' courses

ISP FS Support group

* Whole school pupil progress meetings

If another individual or school was attempting to replicate this work, where would they
start and what would the essential elements be?

* Data analysis to identify areas for attention/focus

e Curricular target map

e Tailored CPD on upcoming curricular target(s)

* Developing the classroom environment to support the curricular target- links into KS1 and beyond
* Ensure targets are addressed in age-appropriate ways across the curriculum and the day

* Assess pupils through their activities

¢ Plan intervention and adjust teaching and support as required for individuals and groups
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¢ As new targets are introduced, ensure the previous ones are revisited regularly (eg. see 'ALF' in

attachments)
What further developments are you planning to do (or would you like to see others do)?

* Smooth transition into KS1 - keeping up the rate of progress and effective approaches
* Good Assessment for Learning - both within FS and into KS1
* Record keeping and pupil tracking in FS and KS1 which go beyond the FS Profile (eg. Phonics

trackers/ writing tracker books, Book bands)
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About Camtree

Camtree: the Cambridge Teacher Research Exchange is a global platform for close-to-practice research in
education. Based at Hughes Hall, University of Cambridge, Camtree draws on high-quality research from around
the world to support educators to reflect on their practice and carry out inquiries to improve learning in their own

classrooms and organisations. You can find out more about Camtree and its digital library at www.camtree.org.

About 'What Works Well'

This case study was originally published as part of the 'What Works Well' section of the National Strategies for
Education in England. The National Strategies were professional programmes aiming for improvements in the
quality of learning and teaching in schools in England. 'What Works Well' involved teaching practitioners from all
phases and areas of education sharing accounts of real developments which had improved learning and teaching,
and made a difference to pupil progress. 'What Works Well' case studies were designed to support practice
transfer and include sufficient detail and resources to enable others to implement the effective practice
described. They were reviewed by experts prior to publication as 'User Generated Content' (UGC) under a licence

which encouraged reuse and derivative works, but which precluded commercial use.

Licence

This edited version of this case study is published by Camtree as a derivative work of the original under a
Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial Licence (CC-BY-NC 4.0). The structured abstract that

accompanies it was generated by Camtree in 2023 using the OpenAl GPT-3.5-Turbo Large Language Model.
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