
Camtree Digital Library

Lifting up students' motivation
in the English language learning

Author Omar, Yassin Mohamed;Warsama, Ali Farah

Title Lifting up students' motivation in the English language learning

Publisher British Council

Publication date 2023

Download date 2026-08-08 22:33:51

Link to Item https://hdl.handle.net/20.500.14069/729

https://hdl.handle.net/20.500.14069/729


Lifting up students’ motivation 
in their English language 
learning
Yassin Mohamed Omar
and Ali Farah Warsama
Country: Djibouti



Yassin Mohamed Omar 
has been teaching English since 2010 in middle schools. 
Middle school is from 6th to 9th grades. Presently, Yassin 
teaches English to young children in Excellence school. 
This is a new school where the best students in the city are 
placed.

Ali Farah Warsama 
was formerly an English teacher in middle schools for 
ten years. Now he is a pedagogical adviser in charge of 
supporting novice primary and secondary school 
teachers to develop their teaching practice skills by 
preparing training sessions to further teachers’ continuing 
professional development. As hobbies he loves reading 
and he is a big fan of sports. 



Background
This research was carried out in Fukuzawa and Dogleh middle schools with students 
aged 15–16. These students live in the capital city, Djibouti. We as English teachers have 
decided to start this research since we have noticed that our students, in particular when 
they are in middle school, are lagging behind, or most of them are distracted when it 
comes to English lessons. They do not seem to be interested in English because of the 
dominance of the French language in all sectors, whether private or governmental. It 
is only recently that the government decided that students should begin English as a 
subject from third grade in primary schools. We asked ourselves what we could do to 
draw the attention of our students towards learning English. Thus, we tried to consult our 
seniors regarding the issue. Some said, ‘You can motivate your students if you give them 
prizes and bonus points for those participating’, while others said, ‘Add fun activities 
to your lessons and find out which of the skills would interest them, i.e. reading, writing, 
listening or speaking.’ Therefore, in this study, our main intention was to answer the 
following question. Why do our students lack motivation when they learn the English 
language?

Data collection methods

In order to answer the question above, we agreed to prepare questionnaires for 50 
stu-dents to know the language skills students preferred, in order to be able to get 
some ideas about how we can motivate them. In addition to that, we had interview 
sessions with five students and five teachers to obtain candid verbal perspectives of 
both the teachers and the students. Here are some of the questions we asked: 
• As a student why is it that you lack motivation when it comes to learning the English

language?
• Do you think you require a special talent for learning English?
• As an English teacher, what could be the source of your students’ demotivation?
• What could you do differently so as to encourage your students towards learning the

English language?

Findings

Here we would like to present to you our findings or the outcome of both the survey and 
the interview we have had with the teachers and the students. 

We suggest you think of these questions before you continue reading our research:

• How will you react if your students are not motivated while teaching
them English?

• What strategies will you use to motivate them in learning English?



Our survey and interview indicated that 30 students out of the 50 students we 
surveyed and interviewed lacked motivation or were less interested in learning the 
English language for the following reasons. They believe that English is not so 
important in our country, Djibouti. And it is because of the predominance of the 
French language. They feel alone in the process of learning English, since the 
environment and their surroundings are filled with the interest and love that people 
have for the French language. Some students are afraid of making mistakes, while 
others feel shy. These obstacles and many others are the cause of the demotivation of 
our students to learn the English language. Osman, a 9th-grade student in Fukuzawa 
middle school, said:

Mariam, an 8th-grade student, said, ‘I feel shy when it comes to the pronunciation of the 
language. I am afraid that my classmates make fun of me if I try to speak English, and 
that’s why I am less interested in the English language.’ 

On the other hand, teachers complained about a number of major issues which they 
believe are an obstacle to student motivation in learning the English language. 
Abdirahman, an English teacher in Fukuzawa middle school, said, ‘As English teachers, 
we don’t have enough resources, we have big classes and some of our students have 
family problems, whether financially or socially.’ Khaireh, an English teacher in Dogleh 
middle school, said:

Asma, an English teacher in Fukuzawa middle school, said, ‘We need to give a chance to 
our students to express themselves and their feelings and we should always involve our 
students in every lesson we teach.’ 

Therefore, most of the teachers we met during our research believe that if they get 
enough resources and give their maximum support to their students, the 
predominance of the French language will not be a major factor in the lack of 
motivation that the students show when learning English.

I am not interested in the English language and I know that it’s 
an international language, but in my family, they are all French 
speakers and none of them speaks English. When I am given 
homework or tasks from school I feel alone since I need help.

I think the reason why our students lack motivation in learning 
the English language is that they don’t get enough support at 
home, and most of the time when I give them homework they 
come back to the class without doing it. 



Lessons learned

We have discovered from our research that students can be motivated when we, the 
teachers, give them the opportunity to express their feelings and involve them in any 
given lesson as much as possible.

We realised that teaching is a demanding job that requires continuous effort and 
research. It is common for teachers to encounter obstacles in the preparation of lessons 
or during their delivery. However, you can solve your problems by reflecting on your 
activi-ties or focusing on what went well or badly after each session. 

Effective classroom management can also improve instructional self-effectiveness 
and classroom organisation, better student participation and decrease students’ 
demotivation. A joyful and safe classroom environment will be created for timid or 
nervous students. For instance, we have both come across situations where our 
students asked us, ‘How could I participate in the English class?’ In answer to that, we 
gave them some moral support very often and it helped them to realise their goals of 
getting involved in the En-glish lessons. It was at that moment that we realised that the 
way of explaining a lesson is not enough for making the students understand and 
have the courage to make their dreams come true. Giving them moral support is also 
invaluable.


