Prompts for Observation of Guided Writing - Sample Class

	Questions for Observation
	Observer Responses

	How is the guided writing group matched? – ability/need?
	Grouped based on similar ability; Today, Pupil A was far more vocal and responsive.

	How well are the objectives communicated?


	Objectives communicated well and children were able to articulate learning at the end of the session.

	What is the purpose of the session/do the children understand this?


	Children used prompt cards to improve writing.  They referred back to their own writing.  Children were aware of the purpose and involved in improvement.

	How structured is the session?


	Session planned using an example text (from shared session) and extracts of children’s writing as models; Pupils used prompt cards and success criteria to improve their own writing.

	What strategies does the teacher use to support the children?


	Prompting to support children’s responses; Tools to help – prompt cards; Modelled writing (by teacher) on a whiteboard; Teacher supported individual children in the group when reviewing work in pairs

	What opportunities do the children have to review their writing?


	Looked at their own writing to see if they could use the examples provided on the prompt card to improve

	Are the children involved throughout?


	All were involved and all tried to use the prompts to improve their writing (linked to success criteria); Pupil A was the most vocal; Less contribution from other pupils

	To what extent does the session achieve the established purpose?


	Success criteria were referred to throughout and at the end of the session; Children created their own “top tips” for improvement; Children able to form their next targets
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