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Supporting children with the DSA 
Wherever appropriate, children should remain as a whole class whilst the DSA skills are taught. 

Resources made should reflect the appropriate colours of the sentence circles.   
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What might this look 
like? 

What might it look like in books? Sentence Patterns 

• Writing single words, linked 
to the story, using template 
boxes for letters that are 
appropriately sized for 
ascenders and descenders.  

• Children labelling pictures 
from the story using sounds. 
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What might it look like in books? Sentence Patterns 



• Children have pictures of 
appropriate subjects and 
verbs to choose from in 
order to verbally say their 
own sentence.  

• Appropriately give a capital 
letter, use phonics sounds 
and add the full stop to 
demarcate the sentence.  

• Initially text can be used 
under the pictures of trickier 
words but moving towards 
removing this as confidence 
grows.  

 

 

 
 
Subject, verb 
Adjective, subject, verb 
 
 
Duck walked. 
The fish swam. 
The red car zoomed 
The tired child slept. 
 

What might this look 
like? 

What might it look like in books? Sentence Patterns 
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• Sentence circles which 
represent a simple pattern 
(subject/verb). 

• Teacher feedback within the 
lesson to model how to 
make this more complex if 
their original attempt is 
accurately written.  

• Mat of subjects and verbs 
separately to support ideas. 

 

 

 

Subject, verb, object 
Adjective subject verb adjective 
object 
Adjective subject adjective adverb 
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