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Appendix 2: Research Lesson Study Observation Notes 
Please, write your notes about yesterday´s observations in this copy. Use the following COLOUR CODE 

Juan - BLACK           Gaby - GREEN                    Anita - RED                 Fabiola - BLUE 

Stage of the Lesson  
Describe key elements in 
the stages of your RL plan. 

How you predict 
Case Student A 

will respond? 

Case Student A’s evidenced 
response 

How you 
predict Case 

Student B will 
respond? 

Case Student B’s evidenced 
response 

How you predict 
Case Student C 

will respond? 

Case Student C’s evidenced 
response 

Stage 1 (5 minutes) Start the 
lesson by posting a quote: 
Teamwork makes the dream 
work. Elicit the meaning from 
the students, look for reactions 
and first insights to the 
importance of group work. 
Then ask students about the 
challenges of working in 
groups “What can go wrong? 
“Why do some people find it 
difficult to work 
collaboratively?” 

ME. M will give 
the answer right 
away. She is  like 
a native English 
speaker, yet she 
sometimes give 

the chance to 
others to 
respond. 

Sometimes she 
finds things too 

obvious and easy 
and remains 

silent. 

The student answers correctly most 
of the questions given by the teacher. 
There are some things that she finds 
so obvious that she prefers to remain 

in silence sometimes.  
 

The student could paraphrase the 
instructions . As well as this, he is in 

the position to pronounce a 
challenging word correctly. 

 
The student wants to participate 

constantly. She answers correctly and 
she is able to pronounce difficult 

words. 

M. C. also likes 
to participate.  
He can give a 
good critical 
answer but 

maybe not so 
accurate in 

terms of 
grammar or 

structure. He 
is able to 

paraphrase 
and explain his 
ideas with the 
language he 

has. 

He gave good critical 
answers to questions given, 

he was able to express 
himself with the level he has.  

 
He enjoyed sharing his 
opinions and thoughts with 
the class. 
 

The student  remains quiet. 

J.A. will probably 
remain in silence 
or start laughing 
at this peer next 

to him, or finding 
a way to get away 

with not 
participating at 
all.He may not 
understand the 
question at all, 

and if he does he 
will not be able to 
express his ideas 

in English 

The student didn’t participate 
at all, I’m sure he didn’t even 
understand the questions or 

instructions given.  
 
 
 

He was in silence most of the 
time.  He looked lost and did 

not participate at all. 
 

The student offers to 
participate and read the quote. 

Stage 2 (8 minutes) Teacher 
works collaboratively activity 1 
from the handout. Together 
they complete a conversation 
by matching questions and 
answers 

ME. M  will start 
working right 

away and 
probably 

independently.  
She will not go 

one by one at the 
pace of the 
teachers´s 
command. 

She started working right away and 
independently, she worked by herself  

 
She got the correct answer quickly 

 
The student knows the correct 

answers and she enjoys participating 
 

M.C  will start 
doing 

exercises at 
the same pace 

as the 
teacher´s. He 
may try to do 

one or two 
questions on 
his own if he 
finds them 
easy to do 

He did participate at his own 
peace. He was at his ease 

with these questions.  
 

 He took time to read the 
statements 

 
The student seems to be 
reading the activity at his 

own peace. 

J. A. will wait for 
the teacher to 

give the answers 
so he can copy 

them, if he finds 
the activity 
engaging. 

Otherwise he will 
not do the task at 

all. 

He really needed help with the 
instructions and the activity 

itself, he was lost and 
disconnected.  

 
The student asked another 

teacher to confirm what the 
instruction was. 

Stage 3 (20 minutes) 
Teacher breaks the class into 
groups and explains activity 2. 

ME. M will look 
for her group 
members and 

group 

She started looking for a group, she 
did the activity without any problem, 
she took the initiative and pretended 
to work by her own at the beginning 

M.C will try to 
group with his 
friends as well 
but probably 

He worked in groups but 
needed more assistance, but 

managed to complete the 
task.  

J. A will try to 
team with the 
person sitting 

next to him. He 

He was not helping at all, he 
avoided working, he was just 

playing with a ruler and 
messing around.  



 

 

Students work in groups to 
order 14 unscrambled 
questions or sentences to 
make them right.  They will 
write the correct version on a 
paper board to display later. 
Teacher monitors students' 
work in progress and assists if 
necessary. 

automatically. 
She will lead the 
task and be like 
the facilitator in 

the team. 

 
 but then she realised that needed 

more help .  
 

She enjoyed helping others. 
 
 

The student seems to be doing all by 
herself because she knows the 

answers. 

wait for 
instructions. 

He will work as 
a group 

member and 
at times be 

like the leader 
probably. 

 
 

He contributed to his team, 
but he needs to be more 

confident. 
 

The student tried to help 
their teammates but it was a 

little difficult for him to do 
the activity. He struggled in 

one sentence and didn't 
finish it until the end of the 

activity. 

may not 
contribute at all in 
the task and wait 
for others to do 
the exercises. 

 
 
 
 

He just copied what the teacher 
said. He required assistance. 

 
The student was looking for a 
group, he asked ME if he can 
join her group and she said 

“wait”, he looked sad, then she 
said “ok you can join us” and he 

say “yes”” 

Final Stage (12 minutes) 
Teacher gives open feedback 
for students to check their 
answers. He displays a slide 
with answers for students to 
compare. He ends the class by 
asking reflective questions 
such as: What did you learn 
today? How did you find the 
task? Was it a good struggle? 
Bad struggle? Did you like 
working groups? Why or why 
not? 

ME M.probably 
would be 

reflective in her 
answers and 
upfront no 

matter what.  
She may even say 

she did all the 
work herself. In 
her group most 

answers are likely 
to be correct. She 
may enjoyed the 
task but have the 

sense that she 
did all the hard 

work 

She was very reflective and upfront 
no matter what. Gave her opinion but 

no more than that.  
 
 
 

M. C. 
May have 

finished the 
task or not, 

depending on 
his team 

members. His 
group answers 

maybe all 
correct or with 
some errors as 
he can easily 
be influenced 

by others' 
decisions. He 
might have 
enjoyed the 

task. 

He enjoyed the task and 
finished it with a correct 

answer.  
 
 
 

J. A. will probably 
not participate 

because he does 
not understand 

the questions. He 
may feel a bit 

frustrated or not 
motivated by the 

task. He might 
have enjoyed 

working in groups 
but not happy 

with his 
contributions. 

He didn’t participate nor even 
answered a question. He was 

not there in the class.  
 
 

He was playing with a ruler 
while the others were working. 

 
 
 
 

 

 


