Specific Learning Difficulties/Dyslexia

Criteria for Intervention at School Action Plus

10% of our pupil population are said to be on the dyslexic continuum. Their difficulties range from mild to moderate to severe & about half of these pupils are likely to experience an additional developmental disorder.

Those with mild degrees of dyslexia can & must have their needs met within the mainstream classroom & indeed some moderate dyslexics benefit well from working within a mainstream environment  which uses multi-sensory teaching to benefit all of its pupils.

Our SPLD specialists must work with the most needy pupils; those who attain at least average cognitive ability and who are at the more severe end of the spectrum. Over time, intervention criteria has needed to become very specific so that advice & support is channelled to the most needy.    

The Specific Learning Difficulties Team is unable to give the “diagnosis” or “label” of  dyslexia. This can only be given by a qualified psychologist. However, we can assess specific difficulties and make recommendations to improve the pupil’s rate of learning, provided that the pupil meets most of the following criteria :-

· Cognitive ability must be 85+ on all standardised tests ( recommended assessments can be borrowed from SENSS)

· N.C. Literacy skills should be 2 levels below (e.g- KS 1 pupil working at P levels)

· Reading & spelling scores are below average i.e below 16th centile (see table)

· Evidence of discrepancy :-

e.g.

  
   -     oral ability good but written work very poor


   -     attainments in numeracy may be below average, age-appropriate or    

                above average

          - 
attainments in science very often average or above

· Evidence of phonological difficulties

· Evidence of  visual perceptual difficulties

· Evidence of difficulty with short term working memory

· Evidence of little or no progress through two review cycles

· Parental evidence where possible

· Signed parental consent

If the criteria are satisfied the pupil becomes eligible for SPLD assessment by our specialist teachers. Please note that to ensure fair & equitable access to teaching intervention  the amount of teaching time per pupil is now limited.

Following assessment, the specialist teacher will work on a formal agreement involving school, parent & child. Specialist teaching intervention will then be carried out for a set period of time. The specialist teacher will advise the school on specific IEP targets, and will model appropriate intervention strategies & resources to parents & school staff so that an adapted intervention programme can be continued in school when the specialist intervention closes. The specialist teacher will continue to support and monitor for an agreed period.
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