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Supporting children learning  English as an Additional Language within PVI settings

- I hour course
AIMS; practitioners will be introduced to;

· Practical strategies to support children learning EAL (roughly NEG age) 

·  Planning and adapting learning experiences to meet needs.

Agenda

· Language experience….

How did it make you feel?

What strategies worked for you?

· Sharing good practice….

Discuss the visit 

Opportunities to find a way forward/action plans
· Planning to meet children’s needs
What would be the focus of your key person group or small group planning for the child in the case study?

              What strategies would you use?

                 What resources would you offer at each session? 

· Differentiation/adaptation- support

How could you support a child learning EAL throughout this planned activity?

Page 2 of 4    

Supporting children learning  English as an Additional Language

Whole team at the setting would be expected to attend

- I hour course
Trainer’s notes

(Consider going straight into the language experience and introductions afterwards -this ensures they really know what it is like not to understand what is going on around them)

AIMS

· Practical strategies to support EAL pre-school children

·  Planning and adapting learning experiences to meet needs.

N.B. although the focus is EAL not cultural awareness it may be appropriate to talk about avoiding tokenism whilst supporting a child.

· 15 minutes

     Language experience….do not be tempted to revert to English when you know someone is struggling!
· How did it make you feel?

· What strategies worked for you?

· Record -what strategies worked onto flip chart (to be referred to again later)

·  ….20 minutes Sharing good practice….feedback from setting visit-  whatever the setting visit throws up as an area for development
· Ask different pairs of practitioners to consider the different sections of the setting checklist- e.g. why are it important to consider the organisation of the resources to support a child learning EAL? How can greeting every parent and child every session help a child learning EAL?
· Lead a discussion about resources across areas of learning (consider taking some resources as examples of NOT buying ‘special’ things that sit on a shelf!)

· Share the EMAS/EYS leaflet and talk about the way forward for the setting as a team
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· 15 minutes 

      Planning to meet children’s needs

· Share the case study…you can use any case study real remind everyone to go back to the strategies discussed after the language experience. 

· Using what we know about this child-Which area of learning is a priority for this child…Tricky Question! …Not sure what they will say??? Lead them towards the need to focus on a child’s interests/strengths to engage them and move them on.

· What key person/small group learning activities would you plan to support needs?

·  What teaching strategies would you use? (Including specific resources such as extra visuals or real items, key vocabulary?? Refer back to the flip chart to add any new ideas)

·  10 minutes
Differentiation/adapting learning activities

· Give out the completed small group/key person plan-with differentiation not completed. ( ensure you create 

· Lead a discussion about inclusion for all children with a brief re-cap on strategies listed previously…add any more suggested

· Practitioners to work in pairs to discuss/record appropriate adaptation on the sheet.
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Case study

Information gathered from the family and observations made within the setting

Iftheka is 4 years 2 months old and lives with dad and his 2-year-old sister Yasmin.The family come from Malaysia and dad can speak and understand some English. During the home visit the teacher noticed lots of books and Dad indicated that his son loves books and his bicycle. They go to the park everyday.

In the setting the practitioners have observed that

· Iftheka has very good gross and fine motor skills

· He has good self help skills e.g. getting dressed and undressed, helping himself to his own water bottle, self-registering in the morning. Iftheka watches other children and adults to follow the routines and touches each picture on the time line with his dad in the mornings. He can make his needs known re- the toilet.

· Joins in with the actions for all songs/rhymes with enjoyment.

· Is beginning to mouth words in English and Malaysian to other children during play sessions only and communicates physically with touches, hand and facial gestures freely with children and adults. 

· Iftheka loves the construction area and being outside whatever the learning activities and even if there are no bikes!

· He watches other children and adults during small and large group activities and is happy to join in as long as he is not first to take his turn.

Which area of learning is a priority for this child?

What Learning experiences would you plan to meet Iftheka’s needs and next steps in learning?

What  strategies/resources would you use to support learning?

